Proposed Sociology Department Academic Honesty Statement

As members of the university community, students are expected to be aware of and abide
by university policies regarding academic honesty. By the same token, members of the
faculty within the university community are expected to enforce those policies. Members
of the Department of Sociology operate on the assumption that each student has
thoroughly reviewed the university policies regarding academic honesty and that the
policies will be followed. Accordingly, members of the Department of Sociology will
enforce all policies related to academic honesty. The specific policy statements in this
regard are to be found at the following websites:

http://davinci.mrp.swt.edu/mrp/publications/studenthandbook/academicprocedures.html#
academic (Texas State Student Handbook)

http://www.swt.edu/effective/ups/upps-07-10-01.html (Academic Honesty, UPPS No.
07.10.01)

The following is not a substitute for the statement of policies found in the above
referenced material. Rather, it serves to call each student’s attention to the breadth and
depth of academic dishonesty.

Academic dishonesty includes the following: Cheating, plagiarism, collusion and/or
abuse of resource materials. Each term or phrase is defined in some detail in the above
referenced material. Because the offense of plagiarism can be confusing to students, the
following information is provided as essential reading by all students.

“Plagiarism means the appropriation of another’s work and the unacknowledged
incorporation of that work in one’s own written work offered for credit.” (Texas State
University Handbook, UPPS No. 07-10-01)

Examples of plagiarism include, but are not limited to:

e downloading or buying a research paper

e cutting and pasting information from several sources to create a paper

e leaving out quotation marks around quoted material, placing quotation marks
around some but not all copied information

e leaving out quotation marks around copied information but adding a citation
implying that the information is the student’s summary of the source

e leaving out quotation marks for more than three consecutive words taken directly
from a source

e providing a reference/bibliograghy page but leaving out the reference citation in
the body of the paper

o faking a citation

¢ unintentionally using words or ideas or quotes without citing them in the body of
the paper and on the reference/bibliograghy page

(http://www.virtualsalt.com/antiplag.htm)




Ignorance of what constitutes plagiarism or having plagiarized in the past without
having been penalized does not excuse such acts in the Department of Sociology.
Any student charged with plagiarism may appeal in writing in accordance with
Texas State University policy.

The phrase, academic dishonesty, includes a variety of transgressions. It refers to acts
such as cheating on a test to committing plagiarism when writing a paper. The Sociology
Department assumes that it is the responsibility of each student to know what constitutes
academic dishonesty. A lack of understanding of the phrase is no excuse when academic
dishonesty is at issue. Similarly, a student may not be excused from a current
transgression because he/she committed a similar act in the past and was not charged with
a violation of university policy. Any student who is accused with academic dishonesty
has the right to challenge the accusation, but the challenge must be submitted in writing
and in accordance with university policy. University statements regarding academic
dishonesty can be found at the following websites:

http://davinci.mrp.swt.edu/mrp/publications/studenthandbook/academicprocedures.html#
academic (Texas State Student Handbook)

http://www.swt.edu/effective/ups/upps-07-10-01.html (Academic Honesty, UPPS No.
07.10.01)

A complete statement on the policy of the Department of Sociology regarding academic
dishonesty (including plagiarism) is available on the departmental website
www.soci.txstate.edu Remember: ignorance of what constitutes academic dishonesty or
having participated in academic dishonesty in the past without being penalized does not
excuse such acts in the Department of Sociology.




